
 

  

 

community.  We also want 
to celebrate the transition 
into married life that Crew 
and Dennis will be enjoy-
ing on June 30th.  Then 
there’s the transition to a 
new home, new town, or 
new place of work or 
study.  James Halttunen 
and Katie Salisbury will be 
transitioning from their 
New Haven lives to a new 
life in Pittsburgh, where 
James will begin a Mas-
ter’s degree at Duquesne.   
 

There’s the transition of 
pastoral leadership, a staple 
part of the United Method-
ist itinerant system.  We’ll 
be saying our farewells to 
one another as Pastor and 
congregation on June 10th 
as I transition from serving 
as your pastor and you 
transition to receiving a 
new pastor, Rev. Gye Ho 
Tom Kim.  
 

Some transitions we are 
excited to be a part of 
while others less so.  Still 
changes and transitions are 
a normal and healthy part 
of life.  They expose us to 
new opportunities and new 
challenges and provide 
opportunities for growth 
and renewal. For every one 
of us and for our entire 
community of faith, may 
we find the blessings in 
these developments and 
keep one another in our 
prayers.   

Guess what time of year it 
is...yes, it’s graduation time! 
We’re so happy to celebrate 
our graduates here at First & 
Summerfield.   
 

Lauryn Harris graduates 
from Johnson & Wales Uni-
versity in Miami, Florida 
with a Bachelor’s degree in 
Fashion Design on May 
19th. Congratulations, 
Lauryn! 
 

Crew Smith  and Dennis 
Jones are graduating  from 
Yale with the PhD’s. Con-
gratulations!  
 

Congratulations to all of our  
graduates, and to all of our 
students who are continuing 
their studies in college or 
graduate school. Your 
church family is very proud 
of you. May God bless you 
and keep you! 
 

Are there other graduates in 
our congregation?  Contact 
the church office with your 
information about the stud-
ies you’ve pursued and the 
school you’re graduating 
from so that we can share 
this good news in the next 
newsletter.   
 

Graduations are just one 
kind of transition that we 
honor and celebrate in our  

From Pastor Sara 
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Congratulations 
 to 

 Alex and Audrey  
Katigbak on the birth of 
their daughter, Faith. 
She was born on  
April 17, 2012. 

Reminders 

• May 8 SPR Meeting 6pm 
• May 14 Children’s Ministries 

Meeting for Parents, Grandpar-
ents, Guardians, 6pm, Trinity 
Hall. Pizza dinner. Please RSVP 

• May 28, Church Office closed 
for Memorial Day weekend 

Clarke Scholarship Fund 

for Graduating High 

School Seniors 
 

You are invited to help FSUMC 
recognize and support the 
loyal youth of our church by 
providing scholarship money 
to graduating high school stu-
dents who are going on to 
education beyond high school: 
i.e. College, Technical School, 
etc.  The Scholarship Fund 
was established by gifts given 
to FSUMC in celebration of 
Faye and Mike Clarke’s 50th 
wedding anniversary (married 
August 1956) and it is called 
the Faye and Mike Clarke 
Scholarship Fund. The Trus-
tees manage this fund.  Make 
your check payable to FSUMC 
with “Clarke Scholarship” 
and mail it to the church office 
or drop it in the offering plate 
during worship. Thanks for 
your support and generosity!  

Pentecost Sunday:  
May 27th 

Wear red in honor of the 
Holy  Spirit! 

 

May God continue to bless 
and keep the FSUMC commu-
nity and all who spend time 
among us.   
 

Peace, Pastor Sara 

Lent & Easter Thanks!Lent & Easter Thanks!Lent & Easter Thanks!Lent & Easter Thanks!    
Many thanks to all of our worship 
volunteers who helped to make our 
Lenten season and Easter Sunday 
so meaningful. Thank you! What a 
joyful Easter for us together! A 
special thanks to our Altar Guild, 
and to Kara Scroggins and Maggie 
Carr for bringing gluten-free com-
munion bread to FSUMC! Now 
everyone can receive this grace-
filled meal! - Pastor Sara 
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STAFF PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE MEETING 
The Staff Parish Relations Committee will meet  on Tuesday May 8, 2012, 
at 6:00pm in the Parlor to prepare for Pastor Sara’s departure and Pastor 
Tom’s arrival. Please RSVP to Sandra Baird. 

PASTORAL TRANSITION NEWS 

Are you technologically savvy? 
 

FSUMC needs a webmaster, a Facebook page administrator, and a newsletter editor.  Marion Sachdeva is 
willing to edit the July-August newsletter, but we’ll need someone long-term for this task.  The newsletter 
can be produced in Publisher or in Word, depending on your skill/ability.  We also need someone to update 
Church events and ministries on our website.  The website is provided by Axeltree Media.  Anything we 
publish in our newsletter or weekly emails can be published to our FB page and website.  The Church 
Council is working on volunteer administrators for the FB page, so we’ll keep you posted on that one.   
 

If you are computer savvy AND would like to help share the love and mission of our church family with 
the community and the world, please volunteer with Van Selden, Church Council Chair; Deb Selden, Membership & Evangelism 
Chair; or Sandra Baird, Staff Parish Relations Chair.  Thanks!  

April 18, 2012 
 
 
Dear First and Summerfield Members and Friends, 
 
I am pleased to announce on behalf of the Staff Parish Relations Committee that Bishop Park of the New York Annual 
Conference has appointed Rev. Tom Kim as our pastor, starting July 1, 2012.  As announced in worship, our church’s 
Staff Parish Relations Committee was introduced to Rev. Kim in March by our District Superintendent Rev. Ken Keiffer 
and he was welcomed unanimously. 
 
Rev. Kim (who said he would like to be called Tom) could also be called Dr. Tom because he has a Ph.D. and Master of 
Philosophy from Drew University.  He comes to us from Overlook United Methodist Church in Woodstock, N.Y.  He 
has served as a UMC pastor in three congregations since 1995. He has served on the adjunct faculty at Drew University.  
He was born in Korea and is happily married to Rachel, also a UMC pastor; they have two children Jonathon (11) and 
Elizabeth (9).  Rachel has accepted an appointment to St. Andrew’s UMC, located on Townsend Avenue in New Haven.  
 
At our introduction meeting, the committee was moved by Tom’s expressions of his deep spirituality, his friendliness, 
and enthusiasm about coming here.  He acknowledged that he has visited our church’s website, and read our profile 
which talks about our deep commitments.  We are truly looking forward to his appointment here.  
  
As a church, we open our hearts to Tom and his family and we prepare to love them as we have loved Pastor Sara and 
Chris.  Appropriate welcoming activities by the SPR and the church members will be planned.  For now I am the desig-
nated liaison with Tom and may ask for assistance from others as we prepare information that will be helpful to the fam-
ily. 
 
What can you do at this time?  It is suggested that we all pray daily for Tom and his family and equally important to 
pray daily for Sara and Chris.  The best way we can prepare for the new pastor is to celebrate our time with Pastor Sara.  
Pastor Sara’s last Sunday will be June 10, 2012, as it is customary to leave some transition time between pastors.  She 
will be utilizing her vacation time.  In the meantime we will celebrate our time with Sara and Chris who have been so 
important to us and whom we appreciate so much.  To say goodbye in love and friendship, and to move on with things 
that are important to our congregation, all of this, will strengthen us as a congregation.  Saying a good “good bye” will 
help us in welcoming Tom and his family. 
 
I ask for your prayers to continue for these wonderful people and their families as all of us prepare for this transition.   
 
Sincerely, Sandra Baird, Chairperson, Staff Parish Relations Committee   
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MAY SPECIAL OFFERING: May 13  

Connecticut District Missions Committee 

(DIMCHEX) 
 

JUNE SPECIAL OFFERING: June 3 

Peace with Justice Sunday 
 

Help support these important ministries in CT and across the 
country. Special giving envelopes will be provided. Make checks 
payable to FSUMC with the name of the Special Offering in the 
memo.  Thank you for your generosity! 

Here’s the list of Usher Teams for the next two months.  

Many thanks to these faithful volunteers!  If you’re un-

able to usher on your assigned date, please find a substi-

tute and contact the Church Office with the volunteer’s 

name for the bulletin.  Thank you all! 
 

May 6: Kate Tinghitella, Dru Cherry 

May 13: Betty Anderson, Eloise Rentz 

May 20: Paulina Korankye, Nancy Davis 

May 27: Sandra & Kirk Baird 

June 3: Deb & Van Selden 

June 10: Jerry Rowley, Ad Tucker 

June 17: Maggie Carr, Denny Burke 

June 24: Volunteers needed 

Contact Usher Chair Denny Burke for more information. 

Usher Teams for May & June 

CONFERENCE & DISTRICT NEWS 

NYAC SUMMER CAMPS 
 

NYAC Summer Camp Program information is available at the 
church office for the following: 

 

Camp Altersgate - North Scituate, Rhode Island 

http://www.campaldersgate.com 
Epworth Center - High Falls, NY 

http://www.epworthcenter.com/ 
Camp Quinipet—Shelter Island, New York  www.quinipet.org 
Kingswood Campsite—Hancock, New York  www.kwcamp.org  

For Youth & Children 

 
Save the Date: Friday, June 8th 

MIND Luncheon at Annual Conference 
Hofstra University, Long Island 

Guest speaker: Rev. Amy DeLong 
 

See www.mindny.org for details 

Volunteers, please come on Thursday, May 10th, from 6pm to 
8pm, at Congregation Mishkan Israel, 785 Ridge Road, Hamden. 
We will reflect on what worked, what didn’t, improvements for 
next year, and we will discuss new volunteer opportunities! 
RSVP to mswienski@columbushouse.org.  

CT DISTRICT CONFERENCE 

This is the annual meeting for the CT District of the 
New York Annual Conference of the UMC.   

For more info: www.gbgm-umc.org/ctcentral 
May 20, 2012, from 2pm to 4pm, held at Nichols 

UMC, 35 Shelton Road, Trumbull, CT.  
All are welcome to attend! 

Sunday, May 6th, 12pm 

 
Please save the date and 

 invite your friends! 

Organ Recital with Robert Girard, Jr. 

ABRAHAM’S TENT CELEBRATION 

Counting Teams for May & June 

This is the list of counting teams for May and June. Please see 
Melissa Bryan if you have a conflict. If you aren’t a counter, 
and you’d like to be, please talk to Melissa. We need 3 new 
counters by July 1! Volunteer with Melissa ASAP! 
 

May 6: Melissa Bryan, Chris Lamar-Sterling 
May 13: Joan Burns, Scott McLean 
May 20: Nancy Davis, Crew Smith 
May 27: Maggie Carr, Melissa Bryan 
June 3: Nancy Davis, Chris Lamar-Sterling 
June 10: Joan Burns, Scott McLean 
June 17: Nancy Davis, Crew Smith 
June 24: Maggie Carr, Melissa Bryan 

The Christian tradition has had much to say about peace, war, 
violence and non-violence. During the month of June we will 
read some essays, which raise challenging questions about peace, 
justice and social change. We will meet for a light summer pot-
luck at 5:30 and the discussion will begin at 6:30. We will end no 
later than 8:00. All are welcome. Essays will be made available 
before the meeting. 
 

June 5:  Letter to a Non-Commissioned Officer by Leo Tolstoy 

June 12:  Why I Leave the Fellowship of Reconciliation by Rein-
hold Niebuhr 
June 19: The Holocaust as a Problem of Moral Choice 
by Robert McAfee Brown 
June 26: selection from the novel, All Quiet on the Western Front 

by Erich Maria Remarque 

JUNE ADULT EVENING STUDY: Thinking about Peace, 

with Center Church & Rev. Sandra Olsen 
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FSUMC: An inclusive, diverse, 

and reconciling congregation. 

What’s Happening at First and Summerfield UMC 
 

SUNDAYS: Join us every Sunday at 10:00 am for our Weekly Worship Service 
MONDAYS:  Pray for Peace at our Peace Vigil held at Noon 

1st TUESDAYS, May 1st, June 5th, 5:30pm Downtown Evening Soup Kitchen, 311 Temple St. 
THURSDAYS: 7:15pm Choir rehearsal. Ring College Street Church Office buzzer to enter 

 
Dates to Remember 

 
May 6  12pm, Organ Recital with Robert Girard, Jr., FSUMC Sanctuary 

May 8  6pm, SPR Meeting, Parlor 

May 10  6pm, Abraham’s Tent Volunteer Celebration, Congregation Mishkan Israel, Hamden 

May 14  6pm, Children’s Ministries Meeting, 6pm, Trinity Hall 

May 20  2pm, District Conference, Nichols UMC, Trumbull 

May 21  Yale Graduations in Downtown New Haven 

May 27  Pentecost Sunday! No Sunday school  

May 28  Church Office closed, Memorial Day observance 

June 6  Annual Conference meets at Hofstra University, June 6 to 10 

June 8  MIND luncheon at Annual Conference 

June 10  Our last Sunday worship with Pastor Sara & Chris 

June 17  Deb Selden, guest preaching. Last day of Sunday School until Fall 

June 24  Maggie Carr, guest preaching 

July 1  Rev. Tom Kim’s first Sunday at FSUMC 

 

The FSUMC Monthly Newsletter is now delivered via e-mail.  The newsletter is also available at www.fsumc.org under 
the Newsletter link.  The July–August newsletter deadline is June 18th.  Send all submissions or requests to be put on 
our newsletter to Marion Sachdeva, Guest Editor, at marion.newhaven@gmail.com or contact our office at 203-624-
2521. 

 
2012 FSUMC Church  
Directory is available to 

 church members electroni-
cally.  If you haven't received 
your copy or need to request a 
printed version, please contact 
the church office.  If you find 
that there are any changes 

necessary, please let us know. 

 Celebrating Mothers / Defying Attacks on Women  

“Up in Arms!”  
 Saturday, May 12, 2012    3:30 to 5:30 PM  on the New Haven Green  

We are women and men celebrating the last century’s victories in winning women’s rights. At the same time we defy the ongoing attacks on 

our mothers, sisters, daughters, wives and ourselves. Speakers will convey progress on as well as threats to protecting lives and expanding 

human and reproductive rights, health care, peace and justice.  

Music by Seth Adam, Marjorie Lee, Nina Hurwitz, and the Raging Grannies! 

Sponsors list in formation: City of New Haven Peace Commission; Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., New Haven Alumnae Chapter; Greater 

New Haven Peace Council; Planned Parenthood of Southern New England; Raising Women’s Voices; Religious Coalition for Reproductive 

Choice of CT; Yale Seminarians for Reproductive Justice  Contact: 203.752.2807; mail to: Susan.Yolen@ppsne.org 


