FIRST AND SUMMERFIELD
CHURCH NEWS

First and Summerfield United Methodist Church

425 College Street New Haven, CT 06511

Pastor: Rev. Sara Lamar-Sterling

ABRAHAM'S TENT by Nancy Davis

Overflow homeless shelter
at FSUMC, March 22-28
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Phone: 203-624-2521

Editor: Mary Ann Fuentes Website: www.fsumc.org
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Needed: A ride to worship
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THANKS FOR
YOUR SUPPORT!
The Honeybaked Ham Fund-

raiser raised $237.50 for First
and Summerfield UMC!
Bon Appetite!

[ On May 31st, in observance of Memorial Day, the

church office will be closed.

2010 FSUMC Church
Directory is available to church
members electronically. If you
haven't received your copy or
need to request a printed ver-
sion, please contact the church
office. If you find that there are
any changes necessary, please

let us know.




Thank you for supporting Abraham’s Tent Methodists

“I would like to thank you all for your support this week. You have a In
wonderful congregation. May God bless you all.” ~ Oswaldo New

Directions

More Abraham’s Tent News > " 5949
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UMCOR says thank you! FSUMC, thank you for your gift | !
of $1106.15 to Haiti earthquake relief. Thank you for being /
hope in Haiti. As UMCOR prepares to aid the Haitian people ; H

in their long-term recovery, we are grateful that you will be = I
our partner in rebuilding homes, lives and families. -UMCOR D

RUMMAGE SALE REPORT

On Saturday, April 17", a clothing rummage sale was held in Trinity Hall in conjunction with the Woodbridge Congre-
gational Church. The joint project was not a great financial success, however it was a very fulfilling venture for all of us
involved.

On Friday night | received a phone call from Betty Anderson telling me about a very large fire happening on Dixwell
Avenue in which all of the many inhabitants had lost all but the clothes on their backs. She asked if maybe we could find
a way to get some of the clothes to them.

In the morning upon the arrival of the ladies from Woodbridge, we all started to discuss the situation with them. We
began to try to get in touch with someone that could get the people who were burned out to take some of the clothes,
shoes, etc. Despite our efforts we were striking out.

Our own Eloise Rentz said she would go down to the site of the fire and see if she could find some of the peo-
ple. She encountered one women who touched her greatly. This woman was watching her home of eighteen years be-
ing torn down and though she needed clothes could not leave the site. Eloise obtained her size and came back to Trinity
Hall. We all immediately began to gather clothes for this woman and Eloise returned to her with many bags of
clothes. Before returning Eloise searched for a church to take the clothes for the people. Before returning Eloise
searched for a church to take the clothes for the people. Initial plans fell through but on Sunday afternoon after worship,
Eloise eventually found St. Matthew’s UFWB Church on Dixwell. They were willing to receive the clothing donations. So
Eloise and Pastor Sara loaded their cars and delivered the clothes to St Matthew’s. Men’s clothes went to St. Paul & St.
James for their clothes program. My sister Jean gathered up all children’s coats to keep for the coat drive the New Ha-
ven schools have each year. The remaining clothes were taken by the Woodbridge women to St. Luke’s for their clothes
closet outreach.

We all ended the day feeling good that we had helped many people. This was more important than any money that
could be made.
~ Joan Burns, Women’s Forum, Co-Chair




First & Summerfield United Methodist Church
Ninth Annual Sengbe Pieh Awards

The First & Summerfield United Methodist Church is
proud to announce that the 2010 Sengbe Awards will
be presented during a ceremony at the church on
Sunday, May 16, from 3:00 — 4:30pm. The eventis a
collaboration between the First & Summerfield United
Methodist Church and AMISTAD America, Inc.

The Sengbe Pieh Awards were created in 2002 to
honor Sengbe Pieh, the charismatic leader of the
Africans aboard the Portuguese transport Amistad.
Sengbe and his comrades seized control of the ship
in 1839 and subsequently secured their court —
ordered freedom. Much of their fascinating story
took place in New Haven, CT. The Sengbe Pieh
Awards are given to individuals who have made a
major contribution to the general welfare of the com-
munity through their generous public service acts.
The 2010 Sengbe Pieh awardees are: Maureen M.
Murphy, Attorney, Murphy, Murphy & Nugent, LLC,
for her leadership in family and civil rights matters
and her work as cooperating attorney with GLAD in
Kerrigan v. State of Connecticut, the Connecticut
same sex marriage equality case, which resulted in
Connecticut being the second state in the country to
afford full equality to same sex couples; and Alfred L.
Marder, Peace Advocate, Vice President and Foun-
der of International Association of Peace Messenger
Cities, for his peace advocacy efforts.

The events involving the coastal trader La Amis-
tad grew out of the Transatlantic Slave Trade and
became a local southern New England event, evolv-
ing into an international affair. The Amistad Incident
is considered by scholars to be the only instance in
American history in which a diverse group of citizens
worked within the U.S. court system on behalf of kid-
napped Africans to ultimately win their freedom and
repatriation. This 19th century story still has world-
wide importance today. AMISTAD America, Inc. is a
national, nonprofit educational organization. lts mis-
sion is to promote reconciliation and harmony among
races through ownership and operation of Amistad.
Freedom Schooner Amistad visits ports nationally
and internationally as an ambassador for friendship
and good will - it serves as an icon and catalyst for
teaching the historic lessons of perseverance, coop-
eration, leadership, and justice inherent in the Amis-
tad Incident of 1839 - and it is a floating classroom
and monument to the millions of souls that were bro-
ken or lost as a result of the insidious Transatlantic
slave Trade. See amistadamerica.org for more info.

Interfaith Cooperative Ministries Annual Meeting
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“Interfaith Community Building:
Celebration of the Possible.”
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CELEBRATION AT DIXWELL CC
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Health Kits for Haiti

Here’s what needs to be in a health kit.
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May 22nd is Archives Day, Trinity Hall

Come check out the archives, help the Archives Team or-
ganize them and enjoy a delicious pizza lunch together. Lots
of interesting documents to see, don’t miss it! 10am-2pm

Hello FSUMC Soup Kitchen volunteers!
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every 1% Tuesday of the month

$ (




Come and enjoy the Carribbean sounds of

Hopeton Lewis!
Along with local singers and dancers
Saturday, May 8th
7:00pm
Norwalk United Methodist Church
718 West Ave, Norwalk, CT
Tickets: $20 in advance; $25 at door
Children 12 & under, $10
Make checks payable to NUMC.

For tickets, call 203-866-3707 or 203-855-0725.
For more info, contact numc@optonline.net
or go to:
www.norwalkumc.com

Paibpered Chef

Is coming to 1 & Summerfield United
Methodist Church...

When: Saturday May 8th
Where: 425 College St.
Time:4:00 PM
R.S.V.P (203) 881-1000 or
chefdonnab@comcast.net

www.pamperedchef.biz/donnab

Try new kitchen tools, learn easy to prepare, low
cost recipes, and most important, help raise
money for our Youth Group and Church

1590 of
show sales

Can’t make it? Want your out-of-town family and
friends to participate?

Go to: www.pamperedchef.biz/donnab
Click: Our Products then How to Purchase.
Type “"Gabrielle Pianka” and click
search for host.

Click on Galrielle Pianka and you will be in
the shows’ site.

See the entire catalog, monthly specials, fun

Pentecost Sunday: Come Holy Spirit
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CT DISTRICT CONFERENCE

SUNDAY, MAY 2, 2010

3P.M. ---5P.M.

NORTH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1205 ALBANY AVENUE
HARTFORD, CT 06112

Dear all,

You've all GIVEN life-changing sermons...but when was the
last time you HEARD a life-changing sermon? Hmmm.

Remember back in the fall, when we gathered as a district
for our fall meeting in Waterbury, and | promised you that
whenever we get together as a district, it will be time well
spent? That it will be worth your while? Hmmm.

Well, at our upcoming District Conference on Sunday,
May 2, hosted by North UMC, Hartford, you will hear a life-
changing sermon which will make this 2-hour meeting worth
your while.

Our preacher this day will be a friend of mine who spent 18
years in prison for a crime he didn't commit. Can you imag-
ine? How bitter would you be? How deep would your rage
against your government and your God run? And how un-
kindly would you regard the eyewitness whose false testi-
mony took away the best years of your life?

| don't want to give away the ending of James Calvin
Tillman's sermon, but be prepared to be amazed, inspired
and humbled.

In addition to our worship time, we'll also elect officers for our
District committees and honor our newest class of lay speak-
ers. | look forward to seeing you then and there.

Peace,
Ken Keiffer, NYAC District Superintendent

PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY OFFERING
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Biblical Storytelling Workshop
With Rev. Martha Epstein

Come and learn how to bring the Scriptures alive!
Participants will learn about the history of sacred storytelling, the different kinds
of storytelling, some of which include midrash, contemporization, first person
monologues, as well as techniques to use in learning and then telling the Bibli-
cal story.

Biblical Storytelling is a spiritual discipline that involves first committing a
narrative text of scripture to deep memory (not memorizing but "internalizing"
the story as images and feelings) and then engaging with the text in a lively
“telling," a sacred act that binds teller and listeners in community. (from the
Network of Biblical Storytellers website. www.nobs.org).

About our Presenter: Pastor of Vails Gate UMC in NY, studying for her
Master's of Divinity Degree at Drew University, Martha has been storytelling
since high school, seeking to bring alive the Word of God to those she meets.
She has participated in numerous retreats, workshops and seminars on Bibli-
cal Storytelling. We are honored that Martha is able to share her knowledge
with the CT District.

. Saturday, May 15, 2010

United Methodist Church of Waterbury, CT

: 250 Country Club Road  Waterbury, CT 06708
: Conveniently located off Route 84

. COST: $15 per person, includes materials

Sign in, Coffee, Tea and Light Refreshments from 8:30 to 9:00 am
Workshop: 9to 12 - Lunch 12 to 1 (Please bring a lunch!) - Workshop Resumes: 1 to 4

~Attendance is limited to 30 persons & advance registration is required ~
Mail your check and registration slip to:
CT District Office

20 Broadfield Road Hamden, CT 06517

Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip Code:

Email Address:

Telephone Number(s):

Questions: Call Mary Brevigleiri, CT District Director of Lay Speaking Minis-
tries
860-738-2525 (work) 860-307-4611(cell)

Saying Farewell
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Summer Camp Jobs Available:
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Saturday, June 12th at 10 a.m. at Hofstra
University
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What’s Happening at First and Summerfield UMC

SUNDAYS: Join us every Sunday at 10:00 am for our Weekly Worship Service, with Child Care;
Food pantry donations are received for DESK
MONDAYS: Pray for Peace at our Peace Vigil held at Noon
1st TUESDAY, 5:30pm Downtown Evening Soup Kitchen, 311 Temple St., 1st Tuesday of month
7pm Lectio Divina, Parlor 7-8pm (May 4 and 11)
THURSDAYS: 7:15pm Choir rehearsal. Ring College Street buzzer to enter

Dates to Remember
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First & Summerfield United Methodist Church

425 College Street
IR New Havea, CT 06511
FSUMC: An inclusive, OFFICE HOURS:
diverse, and reconciling Monday through Friday

congregation.

2:00pm - 5:00pm

The FSUMC Monthly Newsletter is now delivered via e-mail. The June 2010 newsletter deadline is May 19th. Send all
submissions or requests to be put on our E-letter to fsmethodist@sbcglobal.net, or contact our office at 203-624-2521.




